
A 
world 
without



The Ebola virus, H1N1, tuberculosis, cholera, botulism, 
listeriosis, malaria, nosocomial infections, and so on… 
For centuries, viruses, bacteria and other parasites 

have struck fear in the heart of humanity.  These microbes 
are dreaded and relentlessly fought by authorities and the 
scientific community.
 
Everywhere people vaccinate, down antibiotics, disinfect 
and sterilize to reach a single goal: conquer all these 
pathogenic microorganisms that choose to reside in our 
bodies and destroy our health.

This fierce struggle extends far beyond the medical 
arena – where of course it is indispensable. Over the last 
two centuries, innumerable hygiene measures played a 
fundamental role in radically reducing infant mortality 
and infectious diseases. And since then, in western 
societies life has become increasingly sterilized. 

But is that a good thing? Though no one would want to 
defend the tuberculosis bacteria or polio virus, are all 
microbes so dangerous?



A WORLD WITHOUT GERMS dives into the fascinating world of the 
infinitesimally small.  
Thanks to a rigorous investigation with the help of specialists, 
beautiful CGI and astonishing microscopic images, we discover to 
what extent the minute beings surrounding us and living inside 
us are responsible for keeping us healthy, and are the masters of 
the life on earth

What would happen if, by waving a magic wand, all the germs 
disappeared from our planet?

Would the disappearance of this invisible world 
have other consequences for our organisms and our 
environment?
Would life still be possible? 

It would of course be the end of many health problems: no more 
Ebola, malaria or tuberculosis, no more AIDS, no more septicemia, 
or fungal infections… 
But beyond these benefits, is a world without bacteria, viruses or 
microscopic mushrooms really desirable?
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